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In Seattle we recognize that cheap industrial lands are 

fundamental to a healthy economy, so we actively set aside 

space for those lands in the city. Yet community, culture,  

and a local working class are just as fundamental to a 

functional city. To save Seattle, we must set aside a network 

of space in every single neighborhood where both 

community and affordability are the priority over profits. 

Our hope is to save the pieces Seattle that still have soul, 

and the communities where working folk still thrive and 

create culture. We’ll do this by growing more and faster in 

every neighborhood, while monetizing the growth to 

ensure we can afford to save our communities, to build 

affordability, and to not leave our neighbors in the dust. 

 

 

This plan stitches together a single patchwork of good ideas 

from across Seattle by innovating on existing best practices 

from mature urban communities around the world. Our 

hope is to unite a broad coalition behind a shared set of 

goals and policies designed to keep communities intact.  

We also believe that public votes (whether Council-led or 

community-led) have the power to radically increase civic 

engagement, and that widespread civic engagement is 

essential to moving Seattle toward an equitable future.  

 
 

1. Support the call for an issue-based community coalition 

2. Shape the movement through specific policy leadership 

3. Grow the coalition through direct stakeholder outreach 

Shared Goals: 

1. Radically reduce forced economic 

displacement within Seattle. 
 

2. Preserve existing affordable housing. 
 

3. Preserve cultural and community assets. 
 

4. Create new affordable & workforce housing. 
 

5. Build Seattle as a city for all, with the 

resiliency to confront global climate change 

 

SEATTLE COMMUNITY AND AFFORDABILITY NETWORK 

AN ANTI-DISPLACEMENT GROWTH STRATEGY 

 

Policy Toolbox: 

1. Massive transactional up-zoning using 

TDR and special-use districts to add 

density while preserving critically at-risk 

space for community and affordability. 
 

2. Increased community stewardship of land, 

through partnerships, PDAs, and socially-

certified private land trusts. 
 

3. New revenue for capital acquisitions, 

expanded infrastructure, human 

investments, and community engagement. 
 

4. Integrated program and regulatory 

improvements that support empowered, 

walkable, and inclusive communities. 
 

5. Expanded City and stakeholder 

benchmarks for socially equitable 

community and civic engagement. 

 

HOW WE MOVE FORWARD 

 

WHAT IS OUR ASK OF YOU? 

 

http://www.riseupbelltown.com/

